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BACCALAUREATE DEGREES 

●●  American Studies   
●●  Applied Psychology 
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●●  Childhood and Early   
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●●  Communication Arts 
 and Sciences 
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 Engineering Technology
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Visit Penn 
State Berks
A number of Saturday visitation pro-
grams are held throughout the year in 
addition to weekday campus tours and 
visits. For further information, please 
contact the Admissions Offi ce at 
610-396-6060 or visit our Web site: 
berks.psu.edu/admissions 
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Penn State Berks
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●●  Kinesiology 
●●  Organizational 
 Leadership (for adults)
●●  Professional Writing
●●  Science
●●  Security and 
 Risk Analysis 
●●  Theatre 
●● All of Penn State’s 
 160 Baccalaureate 
 Degrees

ASSOCIATE DEGREES

● ● Agricultural Business
●●  Business Administration
●●  Electrical Engineering 
 Technology
● ● Hotel, Restaurant, and 
 Institutional Management
●●  Information Sciences 
 and Technology
●●  Letters, Arts, and Sciences
●●  Mechanical Engineering 
 Technology
●●  Occupational Therapy 

berks.psu.edu/admissions



P
E

N
N

 STA
T

E
 B

E
R

K
S

A
D

M
ISSIO

N
S O

FFIC
E

P
O

 B
O

X
 7009

R
E

A
D

IN
G

  PA
  19610-9926

Come with 
your dreams, 
and we’ll help 
you develop 
the skills to 
achieve them.

History

Penn State Berks was 
founded in 1958.

Enrollment

About 2,800 full- and part-
time students

Faculty 

210 full-time and adjunct

Location

Penn State Berks is located 
in suburban Reading, 
Pennsylvania.

On-Campus Housing

Housing capacity for 
804 students

Campus Life

More than forty special-
interest clubs and organiza-
tions; intramural, club, and 
varsity athletics; a range of 
theatre, arts, and entertain-
ment options

Baccalaureate Degree 
Programs

American Studies
Applied Psychology
Biology 
Business
Childhood and Early 
 Adolescent Education

Communication Arts 
 and Sciences 
Electro-Mechanical 
 Engineering Technology
Global Studies
Information Sciences 
 and Technology
Kinesiology 
Organizational Leadership   
 (for adults)
Professional Writing 
Science 
Security and Risk Analysis 
Theatre

Plus the fi rst two years 
of course work for more 
than 160 baccalaureate 
degree programs that can 
be completed at University 
Park or another campus.

Associate Degrees

Agricultural Business
Business Administration 
Electrical Engineering 
 Technology
Hotel, Restaurant, and 
 Institutional Management
Information Sciences 
 and Technology
Letters, Arts, and Sciences
Mechanical Engineering   
 Technology
Occupational Therapy

Penn State Berks at a glance

Minors

Business
Communication Arts and Sciences
Engineering Entrepreneurship
Global Studies
Information Sciences and Technology
Natural Science
Professional Writing
Security and Risk Analysis

Penn State Berks

Admissions 
Teri Sabatelli 
610-396-6061 
E-mail: tcs5@psu.edu

Transfer Admissions
Kelly Burr
610-396-6118
E-mail: kdh13@psu.edu

Financial Aid
Judith Rile  
610-396-6070  
E-mail: jar38@psu.edu

How to get more information

Academic Advising
Danielle Richards 
610-396-6280 
E-mail: dpr1@psu.edu
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LUIS “CHARLIE” SUERO

Junior
Applied Psychology

“Penn State Berks made it easy to 

transfer my credits from Reading 

Area Community College. Penn State 

offers the best deal all around. It’s 

amazing to know you can take the 

education you earn and the skills you 

learn into the real world.”

As part of a military family, Charlie has 

lived all over the United States and 

Japan. When it came time to choose a 

college, he wanted one with an interna-

tional reputation for excellence—Penn 

State. Charlie began by taking courses 

at a local community college and 

planned to attend University Park. But 

he found that by attending Penn State 

Berks, he could major in the degree 

program he wanted, commute from 

home, and save money. He plans to 

complete an internship with a counsel-

ing center before his senior year. 

Charlie feels his education at Penn 

State Berks will provide an excellent 

foundation to pursue his dream career: 

forensic psychologist.

on Arts and Sciences
Entrepreneurship
s

NICK YEAGER
Junior
Information Sciences and Technology“I didn’t know what I wanted to do 

when I visited Penn State Berks, but I 
fell in love with the campus. The resi-
dence halls are beautiful. Berks has 
the big-university name with a small-
campus feel. I like the small class sizes 
and individual attention.”

When Nick fi rst visited the campus, he 
never dreamed he would complete 
summer internships at both Cisco 
Systems and Google in California, but 
that’s just what happened. Working with 
the college’s Offi ce of Career Services, 
he landed two internships that will give 
him plenty of on-the-job experience in 
the information technology fi eld, 
helping him prepare for his dream job 
as chief technology offi cer for a major 
software company. When Nick isn’t in 
the classroom or at the internship site, 
he serves as president of the Student 
Government Association and works as 
a teaching assistant and at the student 
information technology help desk. 
He feels his education has prepared 
him for a successful career in this 
fast-growing fi eld.



> *Average class size: 24

> *Geographic distribution 
of students:

2,507 Pennsylvania residents

236 from out of state

29 international

> Number of graduates at 
Berks last year: 279

> *Number of full-time 
undergraduates: 2,445

> *Number of part-time 
undergraduates: 288

> *Student-to-faculty ratio: 
19 to 1 

> Number of students who 
plan to complete degrees at 
Berks: 815 

> *Number of male 
undergraduates: 1,634

> *Number of female 
undergraduates: 1,109 

> Average number of footsteps 
from one class to another: 372

> 93% of Berks students would choose 
the campus again (based on student 
satisfaction survey)

*Based on spring 2007 data

> Computers on campus: 

415 for student use 
(341 desktop, 74 laptop)

77 research computers

825 total (counting faculty, staff, 
and research computers)

30 laser printers for student use

No computer is more than 3 years old

Wireless capabilities are available 
in most campus facilities.

> Housing and Food Services:

Number of residential students: 804

Number of “single” rooms: 192

Most popular food item at Tully’s Café: 
Buffalo Chicken Wrap

> Penn State graduates are in demand by employers 
and hold prominent positions in many professions.

Fast Facts about Penn State Berks

d by employers 
professions.



Fall semester
> Highlights from 2008–09

> August 17–20

Outdoor Program Adventure is a multiday program 
offering fi rst-year students the opportunity to meet class-
mates while earning credits for two courses. Programs 
include canoeing; backpacking the Appalachian Trail; 
and working with Habitat for Humanity and Opportunity 
House, the Reading-Berks Emergency Shelter.

> August 21–24 

New Student Orientation. Friendships are 
formed as students fi nd their way around 
campus and settle into the school year.

> September 27

In a tradition spanning more than forty years, students take part in the 
University’s annual All-University Day football game against Illinois.

> September 10

50th Anniversary Celebra-
tion. Penn State Berks cel-
ebrates with hot air balloon 
rides, birthday cake and 
ice cream, and an evening 
fi reworks display.

> September 3

Volunteer Fair and Club Rush. Nearly sixty 
community groups and student organizations 
recruit students to volunteer in the commu-
nity or join a campus group.

an forty years, students take part in the



> October 3–4

The annual Parents and Family 
Weekend offers something for 
everyone in a celebration of all 
things autumn.

> October 11

Students join community 
members for a Habitat for 
Humanity volunteer project.

> October 16 

The Junkyard Ghost Revival, a troupe of nationally recognized 
poets featuring Buddy Wakefi eld, takes the campus by storm.

> November 6–December 18

Freyberger Gallery presents 
Citiscapes, an exhibition of 
work by renowned architect 
Der Scutt, best known for his 
design of Trump Tower on 
Fifth Avenue in New York City.

> November 6–8, 13–15 

Theatrical production of 
Bug receives rave reviews.

> December 6 

Students board buses for an 
annual excursion to New York 
City to take in a performance of 
Hairspray and check out the tree 
at Rockefeller Plaza.

> December 9

Taikoza performs, draw-
ing from Japan’s rich 
tradition of music and 
performance.

> December 1

World AIDS Day is recognized 
through a variety of events, 
including students, faculty, and 
staff forming a human red AIDS 
ribbon.

> December 15–19 
Final exams.

> December 20

Fall commencement 
ceremonies.

> November 4

Performance by Taylor Mali, producer 
of Teacher! Teacher!, a one-man show 
that won the best solo performance at 
the 2001 U.S. Comedy Arts Festival.

D b 1



The power of a Penn State degree

Choosing a college is one of the most important life decisions you’ll make. 
Naturally, you want a place with a well-known and respected reputation for 
academic excellence and opportunity. You want individual attention, a safe 
environment, a well-rounded experience—and, of course, fun!

Academics

nt life decisions you’ll make

COURTNEY VINSONSophomore
Theatre

“When I visited Penn State Berks, I felt like it was a good fi t. I felt wel-come and comfortable. I found all the 
resources I was looking for at a small 
campus where I know many of the faces. I don’t want to leave when I graduate!”

Courtney was drawn to Penn State Berks because it offered a big-university 
degree in a small-college setting. She planned to relocate after two years, but 
fell in love with the campus and decided 
to stay when Berks added the Theatre degree program to its curriculum. Courtney has had the opportunity to perform in theatre productions and plans to complete an internship at a theatre company in Philadelphia. She belongs to a theatre honor society, serves as a Lion Ambassador and orientation leader, and works in the college’s information technology offi ce. 

Courtney plans to continue her educa-tion and work in New York City.



Access to opportunities

As a student at Penn State Berks, you’ll have 
access to all the advantages Penn State has 
to offer—from the University-wide computer 
network to the University Libraries system, 
one of the richest repositories of literature and 
information in the country. You might take 
a course through the Internet, work with a 
professor on important research, help design 
devices useful to people with disabilities, or 
complete an internship at a local organization. 
Few schools offer the choices you have at Penn 
State Berks.

Penn State’s reputation for academic excel-
lence reaches around the world. Many of our 
academic programs rank among the best in 
the nation. Did you know that one out of every 
115 U.S. college graduates has a Penn State 
degree? A degree from Penn State is more 
renowned than you might imagine.

Baccalaureate and associate degrees

Students at Penn State Berks may complete 
baccalaureate degree programs in: 
• American Studies
• Applied Psychology
• Biology
• Business
• Childhood and Early Adolescent Education
• Communication Arts and Sciences
• Electro-Mechanical Engineering Technology
• Global Studies
• Information Sciences and Technology 
• Kinesiology
• Organizational Leadership (for adults)
• Professional Writing
• Science 
• Security and Risk Analysis 
• Theatre

The college continuously works to develop 
additional baccalaureate degree programs that 
meet the community’s needs.

Students can also complete the fi rst two years 
of more than 160 baccalaureate degree pro-
grams offered at other Penn State campuses. 

Associate degree programs are available in:  
• Agricultural Business  
• Business Administration  
• Electrical Engineering Technology  
• Hotel, Restaurant, and Institutional 
 Management  
• Information Sciences and Technology  
• Letters, Arts, and Sciences  
• Mechanical Engineering Technology  
• Occupational Therapy 

Penn State Berks also offers educational 
opportunities for adult learners through an 
extensive selection of continuing education 
classes, including undergraduate credit courses, 
professional certifi cate programs, and special-
interest noncredit classes and seminars. All are 
designed to help you get ahead in today’s job 
market—and succeed in tomorrow’s.

Interesting classes and exceptional faculty 
combine to make Penn State a leader in the 
business, scientifi c, arts, and academic commu-
nities. Many of the country’s elite professionals 
in business, science, entertainment, 
and academia are Penn State graduates.

    Penn State has a strong academic repu-
tation internationally. Courtney is enjoying 
the faculty expertise, personal attention, 
and access to the wide array of opportuni-
ties at Penn State Berks.

> Internships open the 
door to opportunities

Each baccalaureate degree 

program includes an 

internship component in 

which students work in their chosen fi elds, earning 

college credit for their experiences. Working with the 

business community and students, the Career Develop-

ment and Placement Offi ce develops and coordinates 

internship opportunities that meet everyone’s needs. 

For more information, contact: Patricia Jepsen, 

610-396-6019; paj7@psu.edu.

r chosen fields earning



You’ll meet 
people who 
will change 
your life 
forever.

> Penn State Berks is a great way to begin 
your college experience, whether you plan 
to complete your studies here or at another 
Penn State campus.

> Penn State Berks is a great way to begin

DR. IKE SHIBLEY

Associate Professor of Chemistry 

Science Degree Program Coordinator 

“Thinking about the great things my 

students will accomplish keeps me mo-

tivated day in and day out. My role as 

a teacher is like that of a Sherpa: I can 

help lead the way and lighten the load, 

but each student must climb up the 

mountain of disciplinary knowledge on 

his or her own.”

Ike Shibley’s enthusiasm for teaching 

causes a chain reaction in his chemistry 

classes. Whether he’s explaining new 

concepts from on top of a desk or working 

side by side with students on research in 

the lab, his enthusiasm is contagious, mak-

ing him one of the most popular professors 

on campus. He has received numerous 

University-wide awards for teaching and 

advising and established a national reputa-

tion as an expert on teaching. Shibley has 

a talent for explaining complex subjects in 

terms that students can understand, but he 

doesn’t rely on a lecture format. Instead, 

he creates techniques to improve student 

learning in the classroom, such as using 

clickers, reading the New York Times, and 

encouraging students to work as a group 

to solve challenging problems.



Location is everything

Penn State Berks is set on 258 beautifully land-
scaped acres. The campus serves approximately 
2,800 students, offers an idyllic setting for living 
and learning, and features programs for both 
resident and commuting students. Located next 
to Gring’s Mill Recreation Area near Reading, 
Penn State Berks sits among rolling hills and 
tree-lined pathways. Major shopping malls, 
factory outlets, restaurants, movie theatres, 
recreation facilities, and entertainment options 
are close by.

Proximity

Penn State Berks is easily accessible from any-
where in eastern Pennsylvania and neighboring 
states. The campus location is so convenient, 
many of our students choose to commute from 
home. This helps make the college transition 
more comfortable for some, more affordable 
for others.

Activities for everyone

Academic excellence is only part of the Penn 
State story. With more than forty clubs and 
organizations, Penn State Berks has something 
for everyone. Learn to manage budgets and lead 
in the Student Government Association. Raise 
and sell poinsettias with the Agriculture Club. 

Expand your horizons in Dimensions, the 
Ethnic Society, or the Cultural Diversity Club. 
Take the fi rst steps toward stardom with the 
Penn Players or the Performing Arts Club. 
Whatever your interests, you’re likely to fi nd a 
club or activity to join.

In keeping with Penn State’s legendary sports 
tradition, Penn State Berks offers varsity, club, 
and intramural sports, including baseball, bas-
ketball, cross-country, dance, golf, ice hockey, 
soccer, softball, tennis, and volleyball. In 2008, 
Berks became a full member of the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division 
III program.

If you’re more of a spectator, how about season 
tickets to Penn State football or basketball 
games? A short trip to University Park allows 
you to enjoy some of the best Big Ten Confer-
ence sporting events in the country.

Community service is a major part of the Penn 
State experience. Building a home for a fi nan-
cially disadvantaged family with Habitat for 
Humanity or tutoring inner-city youth through 
the Penn State Educational Partnership or 
the Academic Enrichment Program are a few 
examples of how you can get involved.

> Academic Advising and 
Career Counseling

As a college student, you’ll encounter many 

challenges, questions, and opportunities. 

That’s why Penn State offers broad academic 

advising resources. From your fi rst day on 

campus, you’ll have one-on-one interaction 

with an experienced adviser who’ll answer 

your questions and help you make the best 

choices for your goals. For more information, 

contact: Danielle Richards, 610-396-6280; 

dpr1@psu.edu.

     Enthusiastic 
professors like Dr. Ike 
Shibley inspire their 
students and make 
Penn State Berks a 
special place.



Campus living

Penn State Berks housing serves more than 
800 students. The fully furnished suites in our 
modern residence halls include amenities such 
as refrigerator/freezers, microwaves, telephone 
jacks, computer ports, and much more.

Special-living options include single and 
double rooms and interest houses, which bring 
together students with common interests such 
as leadership, computers, or healthy living. 
In addition, an extended quiet-hours fl oor is 
available.

Housing is awarded on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis once you’ve accepted your 
offer of admission, and is not guaranteed.

Campus life features all the comforts of home, 
plus lots of exciting things to do. Hang out 
with your friends at Tully’s Courtyard, the 
Cyber Café, or the park. Study in the Boscov-
Lakin Information Commons. Surf the Internet 
in your suite. At Penn State Berks, there’s 
plenty going on to keep you busy.

For more information, contact: Daniel Brown, 
610-396-6295; dtb10@psu.edu.

Options and diversity

Penn State is a university of choices. A Penn 
State education—academic, social, and recre-
ational—provides more options and diversity 
than you’ll fi nd almost anywhere else. Penn 
State Berks, an important part of the Univer-
sity’s tradition of excellence and innovation, 
will expose you to unique experiences.

The Boscov-Lakin Information Commons is a 
learning and technology addition to the Thun 
Library. The commons, which includes the 
Cyber Café, provides students with an environ-
ment of unparalleled interactive resources—an 
electronic gateway linking scholars, research-
ers, students, and community members around 
the world. 

Innovations at Penn State Berks will help 
you prepare for your future in a truly global 
environment.

C li i F i f

DAN CHADWICK ‘09 

Childhood and Early 

Adolescent Education

“I never felt satisfi ed with my jobs, 

so I decided to go back to school and 

become a teacher. Even with the 

current economic situation and job 

market, I’m sure I’ll get a job because 

of the great education I received at 

Penn State Berks.”

As a high school freshman, Dan never 

imagined the mentor program that paired 

him with a high school senior would be an 

inspiration many years later. A returning 

adult student, Dan developed a similar 

program to help elementary students 

make the transition to middle school. 

While completing his student teaching 

at 13th and Green Elementary School, he 

developed a pen pal program designed to 

bridge the gap between these two educa-

tional worlds. Dan, who decided to pursue 

an education degree because he wanted 

to “make a difference,” was awarded the 

Elementary Education Academic Service 

Award for his efforts.

      Dan and other adult 
students have found a 
welcoming environment at 
Penn State Berks. Seeking 
a more satisfying career, 
he returned to school to 
become a teacher. Penn 
State Berks gave him the 
education to make his 
dream a reality.

       Getting involved in 
various campus activities 
has allowed Catherine to 
take advantage of every-
thing college has to offer.



Life is full 
of choices, 
and they 
are yours 
to make.

CATHERINE CLAXTONSophomore Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences“I’ve always wanted to go to Penn 
State; I bleed blue and white. I want-
ed to start at a smaller campus, where 
I could get one-on-one interaction 
with my professors. I even had the 
opportunity to do research at Penn 
State Berks.”

Growing up on a farm, Catherine knew 
from an early age that she wanted to 
be a veterinarian. At Penn State Berks, 
she held a work-study job where she 
conducted research with faculty. When 
she wasn’t in the lab, Catherine found 
time to get involved in campus activi-
ties, such as Lion Ambassadors, Campus 
Activity Board, and the rugby team. She 
had also served as campus fundraising 
chair for Thon, Penn State’s student-
run philanthropy, which raises funds for 
childhood cancer. Catherine plans to 
complete an internship at a large vet-
erinary hospital before completing her 
degree at University Park and going on 
to veterinary school.



Spring semester
> Highlights from 2008–09

> February 2 

Laugh Out Loud comedy series 
presents 2008 Last Comic Standing 
third-place winner Louis Ramey.

> January 24 

The dance performance group Step 
Afrika! takes the Perkins Student Cen-
ter Auditorium stage.

> February 22

The Division 1 Penn State Berks Ice 
Hockey team is crowned the Northeast 
Collegiate League (NECHL) regular 
season champs and earns a berth at the 
National Championship Tournament, 
fi nishing fi fteenth in the nation.

> February 24

From Tully’s to the Big Easy: the 
Berks dining hall is transformed 
to celebrate Mardi Gras.

> February 26–28 

The Bob and Al Show, 
a theatrical production, 
asks what would happen 
if characters talked back 
to their playwright.

> February 20–22

Students gather for Thon, the IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon 
held at Penn State University Park each year. The largest student-
run philanthropy in the world, Thon benefi ts children with cancer 
and their families.

> January 12 
Classes begin.

> February 22 > February 26–28

and their families.
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> April 20–24

Berks Theatre An-
nual Student One-
Act Festival pres-
ents original works 
by students.

> March 9–13

Spring break. Members of the 
Christian Student Fellowship 
travel to Mississippi to assist 
those in need.

> April 27–May 2

A week of spring 
activities and 
events, including 
Unity Day, which 
celebrates diversity 
around the world.

> March 18 

Renowned forensics expert 
Dr. Henry Lee discusses his work 
on high-profi le criminal cases.

> March 20 

The Spring Equinox Festival at the Laby-
rinth Garden celebrates the arrival of spring 
with labyrinth walking, a drumming circle, 
and poetry readings.

> May 4–8 Final exams.

> May 16

Commencement.

> April 29

Berks Dance Team 
and Lioness Step 
Team present an-
nual end-of-year 
performances.

> May 2

Men’s baseball team wins 
the North Eastern Athletic 
Conference title.

Equinox Festival at the Laby-

y
ound the world.



Admission

Applying for degree admission to Penn State 
Berks is simple.

When should I apply?

Submit your application as soon as possible. 
Penn State reviews applications throughout 
the year, but we strongly encourage you to 
apply by November 30. Students can expect 
a decision within four to six weeks.

The application is available on the Web 
at berks.psu.edu/admissions, in our 
campus admissions offi ce, and in most 
Pennsylvania high schools.

You may wish to discuss the application 
process with a member of our professional 
staff. Your phone calls and visits are always 
welcome.

For more information, contact: 
Teri Sabatelli, 610-396-6061; tcs5@psu.edu.

Transfer students

Interested in transferring to Penn State to 
complete your degree? We have an extensive 
database of course evaluations that includes 
institutions worldwide. Take a look at our 
Transfer Checklist: berks.psu.edu/
admissions/transferguides.htm.

Transferring to Penn State Berks is easy if you 
have attended a community college in our 
region or any other college or university.

For assistance in transferring from 
another institution into one of our pro-
grams, visit: berks.psu.edu/admissions/
transferguides.htm or contact our transfer 
counselor: Kelly Burr, 610-396-6118; 
kdh13@psu.edu.

Change of campus

Most Berks students attend one Penn State 
campus for their fi rst two years of study, then 
relocate to another to fi nish their degree. Others 
remain at the same campus to complete their 

associate or baccalaureate degree. Either path 
allows you to take advantage of all Penn State 
has to offer while choosing a learning environ-
ment that meets your needs. 

Get to know us better

Our acclaimed faculty and staff are involved 
in and dedicated to academic excellence. 
You’ll get the personal attention you deserve 
and the college life you want—backed by the re-
sources and opportunities of one of the world’s 
leading universities.

For more information, including details about 
campus tours and academic advising, visit the 
Web site or call the campus. Come check us 
out—the best way to get to know us is to visit 
the campus. Call us at 610-396-6060, or visit 
us online: berks.psu.edu/admissions.

> Financial Aid

About 82 percent of Penn 

State students receive some 

form of fi nancial aid. Our 

fi nancial aid staff can help 

you identify and apply for 

a variety of grants, loans, 

and scholarships to 

make your college edu-

cation more affordable. 

Assistance for military 

veterans and nontradi-

tional students is also available. 

To apply for fi nancial aid, simply com-

plete the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) online at fafsa.

ed.gov. We recommend that you fi le by 

February 15. For more information on 

student fi nancial aid, contact: Judith Rile, 

610-396-6070; jar38@psu.edu.
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