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The Pennsylvania State University is committed to providing access and retention to qualifying 

Pennsylvania students through ASPIRE, a Comprehensive Studies Program (formerly known as 

Educational Opportunity Program). The ASPIRE program at Penn State Berks supports students 

through their academic and personal challenges as they navigate their college career.     
 

The ASPIRE program can provide an alternative admission opportunity for entering freshmen who 

meet the following criteria: 

 

 Pennsylvania resident; 

 Family’s adjusted gross income falls within the guidelines established by the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education for low income households; 

 Applicant may not meet regular admission criteria for his or her selected campus, and/or may 

benefit from basic skills courses and supplemental academic support 

 

Although an emphasis is placed on the first-year, all students will receive support services 

throughout their entire Penn State Berks career.  Academic support including study skills course 

work, tutoring, counseling, and academic advising is available.  The program assists students in 

developing academic skills in reading, writing, mathematics, and communication.  All of these 

resources are an effort to aid students in their transition from high school to college life.  

 

Students participating in the ASPIRE program should expect to partake in the services and 

activities provided for them. 

 
1. First-year students will be required to participate in Lion’s Path, an academic summer bridge 

program.  This two week program will provide students with preparatory instruction in English and 

Math taught by Penn State professors.  The tentative dates for this residential program are in mid 

to late July. 

 

2. First-year students will be enrolled in a Freshman Experience course (2 credits) in the Fall semester 

and a Freshman Experience course (1 credit) in the Spring semester, largely based on personal 

development and academic skills needed for college success. 

 

3. Students will have the opportunity to explore social, cultural, and academic events outside of the 

classroom to enhance their collegiate experience. 

 

4. Students will be assigned peer mentors to help them transition and become familiarized with the 

Berks community.  

 

5. To ensure academic success, the program coordinator will monitor the student’s academic 

performance.  This will be done via progress reports conducted throughout the semester.  

 

6. First-year students will be admitted into the Division of Undergraduate Studies (DUS), wherein 

you will have access to advising resources designed to correlate academic preparedness with 

academic choice.   

 

For additional information contact Aubrey Edwards, ASPIRE Coordinator at are12@psu.edu or 

610-396-6074. 
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