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CAMPUS FEATURE: ACADEMIC ADVISING
What is it?
The Academic Advising Center provides academic advising, information,
and referral services to Division of Undergraduate (DUS) students as well
as to anyone who requests assistance, including students enrolled
elsewhere in the University, prospective students, faculty, and staff.

Where is it?
160 Franco Building

How can Academic Advisers help students?
Academic advisers help students evaluate their educational plans, answer
questions about exploring major fields, and provide general information
about academic policies and procedures.

How can students get connected?

Top 4 Reasons To Meet
With An Adviser This
Semester

1. Create an appropriate course
schedule to remain on track towards
graduation.
2. Get a deeper understanding of
requirements and/or changes to your
major.
3. Learn about policies and deadlines
that could benefit you (e.g., grade
forgiveness; course repeats, etc.).
4. Explore opportunities and resources
that could augment your academic
experiences.

Students in DUS (Division of Undergraduate Studies [i.e. undecided]) who want to schedule an in-person,
Zoom, or phone appointment with a DUS Adviser can do so on Starfish.psu.edu
Non-DUS Students should contact their assigned academic adviser. Find your assigned adviser listed in
LionPATH. Note, non-DUS students are welcome to schedule an appointment with DUS advisers. Please email
or call to schedule.

For Quick Advising Questions:
Email bkadvisingcenter@psu.edu

To Schedule an Appointment:
Call 610-396-6280

Share Thoughts on Your Advising Experience!
Regardless of your major or your assigned adviser, Penn State Berks wants to hear from you!
Take the brief and anonymous student survey about your academic advising experiences HERE
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ACADEMIC REMINDERS & OPPORTUNITIES
Important Dates

April 8 Late Drop Deadline (for full semester courses)
April 22
Installment Plan Payment #4 Due*
Summer Success Scholarship Deadline (see page 3 for details)
April 29
Last Day of Classes
Withdrawal Deadline
Last day of Learning Center & Writing Center tutoring
May 2022
May 1 Berks Returning Student Scholarship AND Educational
Equity Scholarship Deadline (see page 3 for details)
May 2 - May 6 Final Exam Week**
May 7 Commencement (i.e., Graduation) at 10am***
*If you enrolled in the installment payment plan (IPP) before the first
payment (1/22), this date (4/22) is your fourth installment. Read more on
the IPP, here
**Students with final exam conflicts (i.e., 3 or more on the same day or 2
or more at the same time) should coordinate rescheduling with their
professors.
***For more information on commencement, visit
https://berks.psu.edu/graduation

COURSE ENROLLMENT

Summer 2022 Courses

SUMMER COURSES 2022

Summer Sessions:
Contact Financial Aid to determine
Summer I: May 16 - June 24 if you might be eligible for aid.
Summer II: June 29 - August 10
Stay on track towards degree completion by speaking with
your academic adviser before enrolling!

Fall 2022 Courses

Check your LionPATH Student "Home Base" (i.e., your
dashboard) for an Enrollment Appointment date and to review
the schedule of courses.
IMPORTANT!
Sophomores should have their change of major and
change of campus (if applicable), completed prior to
scheduling Fall classes!

LATE DROP DEADLINE

The late drop deadline is April 8, 2022 for full
semester courses. This is the last day to individually
drop one or more courses.
Things to consider when dropping a course
1. Check your syllabus. Understand how your final
grade is calculated.
2. Speak with your professor. Is there a way for you
to improve your grade in the course with the
remaining assignments? Have all graded
assignments been accounted for in Canvas?
3. Speak with your Academic Adviser. Ask if the
course is required for your major; if the course is a
prerequisite for another course; if dropping the
course will put you behind in your major?
4. Speak with Financial Aid. Ask if you will lose
and/or have to pay back aid if you drop the course;
if there are financial implications this semester
and/or in the future by dropping this course?
5. Review your student account. Be prepared to pay
the fee associated with dropping the course once it
is officially dropped.

FINAL EXAMS

This is your reminder begin studying early and
consistently!
Questions to Consider
How many do you have? When are they? Do you have
any conflicts?
Check your final exan schedule on your LionPATH
Student Center page. If you have a conflict (i.e., 3+
finals on the same day OR 2+ at the same time),
speak with your instructors.
Are they cumulative (i.e., the entire semester) or based on
the most recent information? Do you need help
developing a study strategy?
Reach out to Sonia Delaquito in the Learning Center
by emailing her at scd14@psu.edu for help!
Motivation Inspiration here
Preparing for Finals LionSide Chat
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SCHOLARSHIPS & FINANCIAL AID
SPRING 2022 VERIFICATION

What is this about?
For those who completed the 2021-2022 FAFSA, failure to
submit verification documentation can impact your financial aid
status for the current semester.
Should I be concerned?
Yes, only if you have FAFSA Verification requests from the
Office of Student Aid.
Check your To Do list on your LionPATH student dashboard.
Outstanding items for the Aid Year 2022 should be addressed as
soon as possible.
Read "DON'T WAIT" on this page for information about Aid
Year 2023.
This applies to me! What should I do?
SUBMIT the requested documents before

Friday, April 22, 2022.

Scholarship Opportunities

SUMMER SUCCESS SCHOLARSHIP
Deadline: April 22, 2022
Eligibility Criteria:
Enrollment in at least one summer course at any PSU campus
Demonstrate that taking a summer course is necessary to get
back on track for degree program
Have demonstrated financial need
Apply here: https://summersession.psu.edu/form/summer-successscholarship
RETURNING STUDENTS SCHOLARSHIP
Deadline: May 1, 2022
Eligibility Criteria: Must be returning to Berks for the 2022-2023
academic year and be in good academic standing
Apply Here: https://berks.psu.edu/berks-scholarship-application
Important: No late applications will be accepted!
EDUCATIONAL EQUITY SCHOLARSHIPS
Deadline: May 1, 2022
Eligibility Criteria: Open to students with disabilities, students
with veteran status or military dependents, and students who further
the inclusion, diversity, and equity initiatives of the University
Apply Here: equity.psu.edu/scholarships

Veteran’s Benefits

If you have VA benefits that need to be
certified, the Registrar’s Office is now
the point of contact for all VA
certifications.
Contact the Registrar's Office via
telephone at 610-396-6085 or via email
BKVeterans@psu.edu

2022-2023 FAFSA

File your 2022-23 FAFSA by clicking here!
Remember to use 2020 tax information!
Submit by April 1 to be considered for all
financial aid for 2022-2023!
Pennsylvania residents: Submit BEFORE
May 1, 2022 to be considered for PHEAA
PA State Grant!

DON'T WAIT!

If you already completed the 2022-2023
FAFSA, you may see verification requests in
LionPATH. The requests will be for the Aid
Year 2023. You can upload documents to the
Office of Student Aid now so they are reviewed
and processed. For questions about verification,
learn more by clicking here!

Contact Financial Aid
E m a il: BerksFi n A i d @ p s u . e d u
P h o ne: 610-396 - 6 0 7 0 *

*No a n s wer? Leave a message with your n a m e , p h o n e n u m b e r , 9 - d i g i t P S U I D n u m b e r , a n d r e a s o n f o r c a l l i n g !
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ACADEMIC & EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
8 Healthy Ways to Reduce Final Exam Stress
1. Create a study timetable up to a month in advance and try to stick to the
schedule.
2. Unplug from social media during study time to decrease distractions (and stress)
and help you to be more productive.
3. Avoid caffeine and energy drinks in the afternoon and evenings so you can get
restful sleep.
4. Avoid sugary foods and drinks. Eat fruit to help keep you focused and alert.
5. Take a walk. It relieves stress and helps you to refocus your mind. The sunshine helps as well!
6. Practice breathing exercises – take slow deep breaths and focus on deep abdominal breathing.
7. Talk with others. It helps to know you’re not alone. Connect with a friend, family member, adviser, or professor.
8. Put on your favorite music and remind yourself you’re almost there!

If you find you’re feeling overwhelmed, please reach out to Counseling Services. Information below.

MATH TUTORING

WHAT: Free math help sessions hosted by math
faculty and math tutors
WHEN: Mondays and Wednesdays during common
hour (from 12:15-1:15pm)
WHERE: 021 Luerssen
COURSES SUPPORTED:
Mondays: Math 4, 21, 22, 26, and 110
Wednesdays: Math 21, 22 and 26
No appointment necessary!

PEER TUTORING
Need help with Math, Science, or Study Skills?
Make an appointment with our Learning Center
Tutors here
Need help with a paper, speech, resume, or other
written material?
Make an appointment with our Writing Center Tutors
here
Peer Tutoring is FREE!
Last day of tutoring: Friday, April 29!

Additional Resources

Penn State offers a wide range of support to students in need.
Reach out if you are concerned about yourself or someone else!
Care Report Form for concerns regarding academics, physical or mental health/safety, or finances.
Sexual Misconduct for concerns regarding sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, dating violence, domestic
violence, or stalking.
Bias Reporting for concerns regarding bias, intolerance, discrimination, harassment, and/or incivility.
Counseling Services for free short-term mental health counseling.
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CAMPUS ENGAGEMENT
CAMPUS ACTIVITIES

Paws for Success: Cookie Cutter Consent
WHEN: April 4 at 8pm
WHERE: 003 Perkins

Alternative Spring Break Information
Session
WHEN: April 7 at 12:15pm
WHERE: 007 Perkins (MPR)
The Long Road to LGBTQ+ Equality in PA,
Traveling Exhibit
WHEN: April 11 - April 22
WHERE: Thun Library
Arts and Lecture: The Asia Project
WHAT: Spoken word and poetry workshop
WHEN: April 12 at 4pm (performance at
5:30pm)
WHERE: 007 Perkins (MPR)
CAB Spring Week: “Ohana Means Family”
WHEN: April 18 - April 22nd
WHERE: Various
Spring 2022 Earth Fest
WHEN: April 18 at 11am
WHERE: Perkins Lawn
Theatre Mainstage Production: “Almost
Maine”
WHEN:
April 20th – April 22nd at 8:00pm
April 23rd at 2:00pm
WHERE: Perkins Auditorium
Spring Festival
WHEN: April 25 at 12pm
WHERE: Perkins Lawn

This Week at Berks
Keep up with weekly events by
checking This Week at Berks, your
weekly events and announcements
newsletter! It is sent to current Berks
students by email (to PSU email
addresses only) every Sunday evening
at 8:00pm!

Student Clubs & Organizations
Student clubs and organizations provide
opportunities for students to build upon common
interests, explore new opportunities, strengthen
passions, make new friends, and engage in
leadership roles. Review the current list of all clubs
and organizations at Penn State Berks.
https://berks.psu.edu/clubs-and-organizations

VIRTUAL SUMMIT

Open to Penn State faculty, staff, and students!
Learn more at https://success.psu.edu/firstgeneration-psu
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LIVING ON CAMPUS
REQUESTING A HOUSING CONTRACT:
Log on to www.eLiving.psu.edu
with your
Penn State login information.
Under the HFS Contracts icon, select ‘Request
Housing’.
Choose the campus and contract period.
Select the ‘Request Now’ button.
The page will refresh with a confirmation
statement.
VIEW INVITATION AND GENERATE
CONTRACT:
In www.eLiving.psu.edu, select View Invitation
to view available housing options.
Select the housing option you desire and click
‘Continue’.
(Optional) Add the PSU Access ID for your
desired roommate and click ‘Continue’.
IMPORTANT: Not all housing options allow for a
roommate.
Review your selections and click ‘Create
Contract’ to generate the HFS Contract for your
selected housing option. If you added a roommate,
that student will also be offered the HFS Contract.
ACCEPT YOUR CONTRACT:
Select the Shopping Cart icon and view the offer.
Click ‘Begin Acceptance Process’ to view and
read the HFS Contract and Terms, Conditions, &
Regulations (TCRs).
Check the box to indicate that you have read and
agree to abide by the TCRs.
Type your name to electronically sign the HFS
Contract.
Click the ‘Accept Contract’ button.
For more on Housing Contracts click here

A BERKS BITE:

Brai n - B o o ster Spinach &
Stra w b e r r y Salad

INGREDIENTS

SALAD
1 bunch spinach
2 cups strawberries

POPPY SEED DRESSING
¼ cup vegetable oil
Substitution: light olive oil or grapeseed
oil
¼ cup white wine vinegar
Substitution: red wine vinegar or apple
cider vinegar
¼ cup granulated sugar
1/8 teaspoon paprika
1 tablespoon sesame seeds
½ tablespoon poppy seeds
OPTIONAL TOPPINGS
Dried cranberries, sliced nuts (almonds,
walnuts, or pecans), crumbled feta or goat
cheese

INSTRUCTIONS

In a large bowl, toss together spinach and
strawberries.
In a medium bowl, whisk together the oil, vinegar,
sugar, paprika, sesame seeds, and poppy seeds.
Pour over the spinach and strawberries and toss
to coat.
Add toppings as desired
Enjoy!

This newsletter is made possible by the joint efforts of the Student Success & Retention Committee, DUS Academic
Advising Center, the Learning Center, and the Office of Admissions & Enrollment Management

