Teaching Schedule Policy

Penn State Berks-Lehigh Valley

The Faculty Affairs Committee of the Berks-Lehigh Valley College has voted to endorse this teaching policy and asks the Council to support the policy.

Each academic year, full-time faculty members at Penn State Berks-Lehigh Valley will be assigned by their division heads to teach courses that meet three days per week during one semester and courses that meet two days per week during the other semester.   This policy pertains only to faculty members’ teaching schedules. In keeping with the College’s commitment to be a student-centered institution, faculty members are encouraged to be available to meet with students on non-teaching weekdays.

The Division Heads may consider and grant annual exceptions to this policy in response to special needs or circumstances, on a case-by-case basis.  Requests for waivers of the policy should not be based on rank or seniority.

Rationale

The Berks Campus has a long-standing policy of assigning faculty members to teach on alternating MWF/TTh schedules each academic year.  This policy is in use at many colleges and universities, including at several colleges and departments at Penn State.    In 2001, the Berks policy was extended to the College as a whole.  The policy and its uniform enforcement are supported by the Dean, the Associate Dean, the Lehigh Valley CEO and Assistant Dean, and the three Division Heads.

1. A complementary two-day and three-day annual schedule increases the likelihood that courses will be available to students throughout the week, thereby increasing their flexibility in scheduling courses. 

2.  It allows office mates with complementary teaching schedules to enjoy more privacy in their offices.

3.  It ensures that all full-time faculty members will have equitable teaching schedules. 
 Proposed amended policy" (endorsed by AAOC 19 Jan 04, and supported by informal consensus at the 11 Dec 03 General Assembly meeting, the Berks Faculty caucus 8 Dec 03 and Lehigh Valley faculty caucus 11 Dec 03):

BKLV faculty should teach their courses at least three days a week (usually a MWF schedule) at least one semester per year (excluding the summer sessions).  Exceptions to the policy will continue to be made by Division Heads for discipline and programmatic reasons on an individual basis.

