Berks-Lehigh Valley College

Faculty Senate Council

Friday, September 24, 2004 1:00-2:30 pm

Minutes

Attendees:  R. Egolf, S. Snyder, R. Zambanini (Officers); M. Ansari (University Senator), A.Romberger (Parliamentarian & University Senator); R. Daly, P. Esqueda, J. Estrada, K. Fifer, M. Kline, T. Lynn, M. Mart, C. McCluskey, B. Mizdail, R. Newhnam, L. Paff, H. Patterson, M. Ramsey, V. Rowe, D. Sanford (Senate Council); C. Lovitt, S. Speece, A. Williams (Administration); M. Christian, S. Feinstein, M. Hutchinson, K. Shaffer, C. Spigelman (Faculty); C. Balliett (Assistant to the Secretary)

1.
Call to Order

2. 
Approval of Past Minutes 

· Approval of minutes from the April 23, 2004 meeting of the Senate Council - These minutes were approved without any corrections or additions.
· Approval of minutes from the special, Constitutional General Assembly of March 22, 2004 - These minutes were approved without any corrections or additions.
3.
Report of The Chair (Roger Egolf)

· The Chair reported on changes to the agenda, the status of the Senate Committees, and meeting schedule. 

The Chair asked to reorder the meeting such that “Unfinished Business” would follow immediately after the Report of the Chair, with the regular agenda to follow.  There were no objections.

· The meeting schedule has been set; however, the October 29 Council meeting conflicts with a HASS division meeting scheduled for the same time and date.  The Council charged the Chair to find other workable dates.

· The Committee Rosters have been updated as follows:  

· The Council and Executive Committee members are in place.  

· Academic Affairs Committee has been filled except for the student representatives, who will be chosen by SGA.  

· Faculty Affairs is complete except for EBC and Science representatives.

· Strategic Planning and Budget is still in need of a HASS representative, two Science representatives and the two student representatives. 

· Two BK At-Large members and two student members are needed for the Physical Facilities and Safety Committee.  

· Ruth Daly volunteered to serve as Chair of the Student Life Committee.  A BK At-Large member is still needed.

4.
Unfinished Business

· Approval other Past Minutes 

· Approval of minutes from the General Assembly of December 11, 2003 - These minutes were approved without any corrections or additions.
· Approval of minutes from the March 26, 2004 meeting of the Senate Council  - These minutes were approved without any corrections or additions.
· TRS Committee meeting minutes from March 17, 2004
The minutes from the meeting were accepted.  The motion on the Model Peer Review Letter contained in the minutes was reviewed. Some of the background and important points of the motion were highlighted. After discussion, a motion was proposed.

Motion: 

Table both the discussion and the vote on the Model Peer Review Letter until the next Senate meeting, giving members more of an opportunity to review a copy of the letter.  A discussion of the peer reviewer selection will be sent to AAC & FAC Committees
A vote was taken and the motion was approved unanimously.

· Motion to endorse recommendations made in the minutes of the March 25, 2004 meeting of the CASE Committee

Recommendation #1: Our first recommendation is for the Faculty Senate to continue working with the Legislative Action website (http://www.bklv.psu.edu/ action), suggesting that Judy Lichtman (if she agrees) continue to be involved even after the committee is dissolved.

Discussion was held and a vote called.  The recommendation was defeated unanimously.

Recommendation #2: Our second recommendation is for the Faculty Senate to assign to one of the existing committees the job of reviewing printed marketing material before the material is officially printed.  This could help ensure that print materials about academic programs accurately depict program goals and objectives.
Discussion was held and a vote called.  The recommendation was defeated with one vote in opposition.

Recommendation #3: Our third and final recommendation to Faculty Senate is to follow up on Kim Murphy’s idea of having a faculty member from each campus serve on the Campus Development Committees (to link faculty with business people in the community).

Discussion was held and a vote was called.  The recommendation was defeated with one vote in favor.

A new motion was then recommended.  

Motion: Request that the development officers report to the Budget and Planning Committee on the status of the College’s development efforts.  A vote was called.  The motion was passed unanimously.  

· Planning and Budget Meeting minutes from April 6, 2004 were submitted and accepted.

· AAOC Proposal on the Schreyer Honors College Baccalaureate Programs at the Penn State Berks-Lehigh Valley College.

Sandy Feinstein reviewed the extensive proposal, which has been in development since 1999.  It has the support of Drs. Speece, Williams and Lovitt, the Division Chairs, and the Dean of the Schreyer Honors College. Before it can be acted upon it needs the support of the Senate.  Honors courses may be offered and developed while the Honors Program is being approved.  

Dr. Lovitt spoke on behalf of the proposal, which will make it possible for our students to remain at Berks-Lehigh Valley College for all four years and earn an honors degree, rather than having to complete the program at University Park.  He urged approval.

Motion: Approve the AAOC proposal with a letter of endorsement from the Senate.  A vote was called.  The motion was passed with one vote in abstention.

The meeting returned to the regular agenda order.

5. 
Reports of Officers and University Senators (continued)
A. 
Vice Chair (Steve Snyder) - No report

B. 
Secretary (Bob Zambanini) - No report
C. 
University Senators

· Andy Romberger

· Credits that are accepted from the military have been expanded to include military occupation specialties.  The President’s approval is needed.

· The Standing Rules regarding the Faculty Rights and Responsibilities Committee were amended to make rules follow practice on the tenure track.

· The Time to Choose Benefits packets will be mailed.  There will be major changes to the Health Packages.

· Mohamad Ansari - The University Faculty Affairs Committee passed legislation on the P&T document.  This will go on the October Senate agenda.  A report will be given the next BKLV Senate meeting.

6. Comments by Administrators

· Susan Speece

· A good year for the College is anticipated. Lehigh Valley enrollment is down; Berks will be even with last year.

· Last year University Park had raised questioned the wearing of medallions and recognition of societies at Commencement ceremonies.  Dr. Speece urged the Senate to address standards for this issue in a timely manner.  Standards should be in place for December Commencement.

· The inaugural meeting of NEAC President’s Conference was held last week in Syracuse, NY.  There will be an excellent opportunity for interaction with many other institutions.  Elections were held and Dr. Speece will serve as Chair-Elect for the next two years.

Senate Charge:  The Senate will charge Academic Affairs to look into the issue of medallions at Commencement and report their findings and recommendations to Council.
· Carl Lovitt - No report.  A reminder was made to check your email for information and updates.

7. Reports of Committees – Faculty Affairs Committee (Steve Snyder)

The Committee is moving ahead even though the full committee is not in place yet.  The elections have been sent out for P&T Committee for the HASS and Science Divisions.  HASS has held its election and Science will hold elections on Sept. 30.

8. Forensic Business – Discussion of Campus Relations Committee report

The Chair sent the report to Senate members.  Due to time constraints, it was requested that instead of spending more time on discussion, the Council move on to deal with the motion itself.  Council was in agreement.
9. New Legislative Business

· Motion: Seek Council’s approval to send Campus Relations report forward for additional discussion by the faculty assemblies at both campuses. 

Discussion followed and a vote was called. The motion was approved unanimously.
· Motion: Faculty Assemblies be called, within the next month, at the Berks and Lehigh Valley campuses to discuss the Campus Relations report.  

Discussion followed and a vote was called.  The motion was approved with one vote in opposition and five votes in abstention.

10. Announcements

· The University Faculty Senate will be visiting on Tuesday, September 28, 2004.

· Middle States will visit on October 13, 2004.

· The Adult Learning Retention Workshop, which we are sponsoring, has filled the twenty-five slots available. 

11. Adjournment

